VBMA Annual Meeting Minutes 2020
· Attendees-About 27 Board and General Members

· Introduction of Board/Managers/Moderators: 
· Board: President - Rona Sherebrin, Ihor Basko; Past President - Ihor Basko; President Elect- Jamie Moran; International Liaison – Barbara Fougere; Treasurer/Secretary - Beth Lambert; Non-Voting Educational Liaison – Cindy Lankeneau
· Executive Director: Jasmine Lyon; List Serve Moderator: Susan Wynn; Web Manager: Amy Keane

· Marge Lewter is interested in becoming New Board Member: “member at large”, 2-year term, very few specified duties, participate in 4 board meeting a year, contribute ideas and whatever help is needed
· Update on VBMA Member Programs

· Listserve- Educational Resource for Herbal information exchange.
· Member Survey showed Member content in need of update – ideas? Survey will be posted on website with link sent to members
· Teleseminar Program –

· Review of 2020 Program

· Feb 26 - Dr. Cynthia Lankenau – Heartworm Alternatives/Flea control
· 31 attendees; 21 recordings purchased

· May 14 - Dr. Steven Marsden- Hip and Knee Problems - Including CCL Tears, Luxating Patellae and Hip Dysplasia
· 24 attendees; ~20 recordings purchased

· Nov/Dec – Kevin Spellman- Phytopharmacology 
· Upcoming: Panel Discussion – How to integrate herbs into practice
· Future Ideas:
· Webinar for beginners in herbal study

· Western herbs

· Zoopharmacognosy
· Antimicrobial Resistance

· Food Therapy

· Herbs in real practice

· Inflammation, Immune-mediated conditions

· Adaptogens

· Cancer

· Skin Issues

· Mushrooms

· Exotics

· Large Animal

· Farm Animal

· Journal 

· Next journal coming out soon; Amy called for more articles/content
· Ads – meeting goal to making Journal self-sufficient at $500 per issue. 

· $75 per ¼ page

· $150 for ½ page

· $300 for full page

· Rate sheet and organizational profile for potential advertisers available.

· Eco-tours Update

· 2020 – Ecotour in Pacific Northwest – Mushrooms with Ihor – Oct 25-30
· Belknap Hot Springs 10/28 - 10/30 (with ACVBM Annual Conference at the Graduate Hotel in Eugene, Oregon; October 25th for the Mushroom Festival, followed by two days of lectures) 
· Will decide by Aug 1 whether to hold in person or go on-line.

· Other ideas from previous/annual meetings: 

· Smaller regional meetings interesting to members

· After International Herb Conference2021  in Maine or Canada

· Jeanne Olsen offered to host an Alaska one in 2021, if interested.

· Rona – herbalist contact in Whitehorse, Yukon Territory, only 2 hours drive from Haines or Skagway Alaska, Bev Gray

· Rona - Canada - Niagara wine region; retreat center - endangered plants, wild plants. Summer 2021
· New Zealand – Ihor – Winter 

· Vicki Farthing – Scotland; Wales contact through Fiona at Bootlace tours - CINDY

· Vickie - Virginia Beach Herbalist– Laurie Dohmen contact (farm to table, medicine making)

· Mexican Herbalist – Rob Silver

· Elaine – Australia with IVAS

· Iceland, British Royal herb garden, Chile, Tibet, Galapagos, Tahiti, Noni farm

· Aegean Islands with Patricia Kristie Howell
· VBMA “Investments”

· Scholarship Awards Update- 

· Refocused Scholarship Program to engage Vet Students - successful
· Cash award – no strings attached. FreeVBMA membership 2 years. 

i. Topic: Herbal medicine in the time of climate change- how does climate change impact on how we select herbs and use them responsibly?
ii. 1 at $3000; and 2 at $1000 each.

iii. Specific call for submissions

iv. Write essay why interested in Herbal Medicine

v. Recommendations from faculty member at School attending-required

vi. Additional voluntary supporting info: Research papers; articles been involved/contributed or volunteer experience, resume. Call for applications for next year’s award
· Research Committee Update Report – Bernie Fischer and Susan Wynn to join with Rob Silver on the Research Committee.
· Membership/Financial 
· Current Members - # active members 

· US; International; Student 

· Financials – performing to budget. Currently have $85K in cash. 
· Herbal Certification for Chinese or Western herbs

· Discussion on Process and potential for Board Certification
· Reports/Updates on Other VBMA Partnered Events

· AHVMA September 24 – 27, 2020. Grapevine, TX. Cancelled. Discussion of on-line.
· International Herb Symposium 2021
· Other News – 
· Website, Facebook, Twitter 

· Tee Shirts - We now have an updated high-resolution logo, will work on getting it up on Zazzle.com for purchase; what items do people most want? Ie hoodies, tees, tote bags, travel mugs… I hope to get the design ready early enough that people can order and have their stuff delivered in time to wear at AHVMA… 
